
Appendix 1 

e.Consult responses 

 
Comments (including typographical errors) are exact copies of those provided 

by respondents 
 
How many responded to the online consultation questionnaire? 428 
 

Who responded to the questionnaire: 

 

 

  



Responses to the questionnaire: 

1.  

Based on the information you have been given, do you agree there is a need to 

create more places for pupils with Severe and Profound Learning Difficulties at 

Baytree School from September 2021 onwards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Comments: 

- Current school is now too small for the ever growing needs of the pupils and 

specialised equipment 

- Not on green land though - it's a disgrace that all these derelict buildings lay 

unused and your planning to take away green space. 

- There is a chronic lack of places for pupils with severe and profound learning 

difficulties within North Somerset. Currently children are being educated out of 

county, which involves longer communtes for these children and additional 

cos 

- There is the need to create a provision which meets the needs of pupils with 

pmld at Baytree. 

- Without an increased number of places children North Somerset will be forced 

to place children in mainstream schools where they will not be able to access 

the facilities and specialist teaching that they require to have the best life 

chances. 

- No child should be left without a school place 

- These children need to be educated close to their homes 

- I feel the Brookfield Walk is not the correct location for this expansion 

- I believe it is crucial that adequate places are available for pupils with severe 

and profound learning difficulties 

- These schools are essential for children with severe disabilities. It also 

provides incredible support and guidance for parents 

- The increasing dependancy on provisions outside of North somerset council is 

not a sustainable option in respect to the detrimental impact on the 

environment and the welfare of the students. 

- The wider schools community is spending more than necessary on out-of-

area placements for young people with high needs, because of a lack of 

capacity within North Somerset. An expansion of capacity would be welcomed 

by the schools sector. 

- Sadly we have an increase of children with severe learning difficulties 

- There is a clear need for additional special school places in North Somerset 

and the expansion of a current school makes the most sense. 

- North Somerset are lacking SEN provisions. The number of SEN children are 

rising and the resources to support these children are sparse which is 

detrimental to these children often having to travel out of county. 

- It is essential these additional needs children have the specialist provision 

they need 



- There is a need for spaces but the school needs to be built on an appropriate 

site and Maynard Close is not 

- Yes of course but please do not build on our green belt to save money! 

- It's fundamentally needed in the interests of fairness & equality & education. 

These children despertately need - and are entitled to have - the same 

opportunities and resources to meet their needs that every other child in North 

Somerset enjoys. 

- It is very important that a child can receive care in a nurturing environment 

close to their home. Extended travel causes more stress and impacts on all 

the family when local resources aren't available. 

- There is no where near enough spaces for these children in and around 

somerset l 

- Parish Councillor I am deeply concerned that children with serious special 

needs are currently travelling for about 80 minutes in each direction every 

school day to access appropriate facilities in Weston-s-Mare. 

- The need for an increase in places for SLD and PMLD pupils is now. 

Therefore the successful expansion of Baytree School is vital to ensure these 

young people are educated within their community and have access to the 

local offer. 

- As a former teacher of both children and adults with S&PLD I have witnessed 

the problems caused by a lack of local educational provision 

- I strongly feel there is a need to expand provision for the growing number of 

pupils with severe and profound learning difficulties. 

- We also need spaces for children with autism 

- There is not enough specialist provision in NS for complex children, creating 

more spaces will help to meet some of the needs 

- Significant increase in EHCPs since reforms implemented, greater demand 

for places as a consequence 

- My son has had to go to another school which takes hour and half to get too 

because there was no places at bay tree 

- Definately a need for additional places 

- There are very few school that cater for children with special needs and if 

there is a good school that has the availability because of an extension then it 

needs to be created. 

- There are so many children that need specialised care, that cant receive it 

due to funding or the schools being full. Opening another school would hugely 

help these issues 

- Every child has the right to an education. It's as simple as that. This school 

will be able to offer amazing opportunities for children with additional needs. 



Support and opportunities that may not be able to be provided for in 

mainstream schools. 

- Without the expansion childrens needs are not being met. Childrens with the 

highest levels of need will thrive being in a school environment that can fully 

enhance their learning and development needs. 

- Should the expansion not occur, within 3 years, North Somerset will have to 

send around 20 children (based on known children forecast) or extremely 

expensive out of county alternatives, which will have a signifilcant impact on 

these children's lives 

- Of course there is a need to create spaces for children with Learning 

Difficulties but due consideration must also be given to the location (adjacent 

to a motorway) and the impact on the exiting homes. 

- My son attends Baytree and we are very grateful that he has a place. We 

know of other families who are not so fortunate because of the lack of 

specialist provision means their children can't join him. 

- Having to bus children miles away causes hardship. Facilities need to be 

provided locally, just as they are for every other student. 

- current school with excellent provision is unable to meet increasing demand 

without compromising standards for existing pupils 

- I am unable to answer this question based on the information given. While it 

gives information pertaining to growth children in north somerset with an 

EHCP I can not comment on the needs of Baytree school as I've never been 

there or worked there. 

- There are not enough special school places to place children tranititioning 

from early years sector 

- It is defintitely needed to ensure children/young people can access the type of 

education they need. Families/children aren't requesting spaces frivilously 

they really do need the environment Baytree can offer. 

- There is not enough provision for this sort of need resulting in many children 

being in mainstream when there needs would be better met elsewhere if there 

was enough provision. 

- It's important we have local school provision for all our local children. They 

school not have to access schools out of county, which will happen if this new 

school is not built. 

- There is currently a huge demand for special school placements. 

- The number of children in Early Years with SLD/PMLD/complex medical 

needs in North Somerset are increasing. At Springboard Opportunity Group 

we have had an average of 6 children each year whose needs would be best 

met at an SLD/PMLD placement 



- Although it may superficially make sense to expand Baytree, consideration of 

an independent new school for children for children with these needs should 

also be made 

- We have children in our school waiting for places at Baytree 

- Children are being turned away, more places needed. 

- When my son started at Baytree 5 years ago there were several children who 

needed that 1 place and he got it. I was so grateful and honoured, I just want 

other families with children with complex needs to have an equal opportunity 

to an amazing sch 

- My daughter attends Claremont Secondary in Bristol, due to a lack of both 

spaces and hoist facilities at Baytree. 

- Yes, it is really needed. I have a daughter with disabilities and complex needs. 

She is due to start school in September 2020. I would like to place her in 

Baytree school but I am afraid it might be not enough spaces available. 

- As the school is currently unable to accept all children that require it, those 

children are going to mainstream schools that do not have the funding to meet 

their needs effectively. 

- A school should never have to turn children away because we simply do not 

have room. These children are entitled to an education and to have their 

needs met and shouldn't have to travel hours to get that. 

- I think there is a need to expand all of three special schools to enable more 

pupils to stay in county and not have to travel so far to school as the 

provisions are all full at the moment. 

- There is more recognition for severe and profound learning difficulties that 

cannot be suitably managed in mainstream education. The current Baytree 

provision is a specialist centre that caters for the most severe cases within 

North Somerset. 

- My nephew needs a place at Baytree. His parents are applying but have been 

told there are only 5 places available & 15 children that are in need & 

applying. 

- This new school will make an enormous difference to our family. 

- All special schools in North Somerset are full and there is a huge need for this 

SEN group. 

- It is important our vulnerable young people don't travel great distances for 

education 

- North Somerset is in dire need of more specialist school placements for a 

large number of vulnerable pupils. 

- There is a growing need for school places for pupils with SEND 

- There is not enough physical space for children. 



- Yes, there aren't enough school places to meet the increased demand of 

places required 

- There is a significant need to provide children with disabilities living in North 

Somerset with local community based education. 

- This need is urgent and needs a solution as soon as possible 

- There is a huge requirement for more places. It is the only school of its kind in 

this area and the population growth has been huge! 

- If there is a need it should be within local distance for parents of the children, 

therefore it must be built in Weston super mare. It is totally inconvenient for 

parents with profoundly disabled children to have to travel such a distance 

- Not on a greenfield site or so close to a motorway 

- upon visiting the school it is clear that they need more space, there are often 

hoists and wheelechairs in the corridors. 

- The proposal is based on misguided views if we are to await 2 may be 3/5 

years and increased building costs due to the lack of services and the 

inadequate infrastructure then the authority would be advised to review this 

location. 

- Many children on the Portage caseload have not been able to access this 

provision due to no places. This has resulted in parents delaying school entry 

or attending unsuitable provision. 

- We have been told that there is a need to create more places, however the 

numbers keep changing and there are a minimal number of children from the 

Clevedon area that would be assisted by this development 

- It appears from the consultation, and from my discussions with Baytree's head 

teacher (Mr Bowen-Roberts), that Baytree cannot at its existing site meet the 

demand for places. 

- It is vital that appropriate care is provided for children with severe and 

profound learning disabilities, at the moment provision is running at capacity 

and children have to endure long journeys to get there. 

- There is an obvious need to create more places for children with special 

needs as the number of children with EHC plans has almost doubles since 

2015 

- In suitable location 

- The need for new special school places is well known and established, and 

there is clear evidence of the need in the number of children who need to 

travel out-of-area for school, which is neither environmental, socially or 

educationally desirable. 

- Classes are full and local children are having to go out of county for school 



- Whilst there may be a need for more special school places this does not 

mean a new facility should be built on green belt open space at the rear of 

domestic houses in Brookfield Walk 

- My grandson currently attends Baytree school in Weston Super Mare but the 

traveling between Portishead and WSM is very tiring for him and makes him 

very susceptible to illness. 

- I recognise the need for a school but not on green belt land. 

- The site is unsuitable there is not enough parking and the roads are too busy 

- More pupils who attend special schools and live in North Somerset are 

educated out of area than any of our ten closest statistical neighbours. This is 

unsustainable, extremely expensive and, most importantly, not in the best 

interests of children an 

- But not on the proposed site. 

- New houses are being built all over and already thete is a waiting list for 

places at the school 

- Please look after the children that need our help and not pass them off to be 

someone else's problem. 

- Current provision is insufficient for complex needs students eg that need 

ceiling hoists 

- The existing school is no longer able to cater both for the number of children 

with complex needs or the types of needs they have. The council is paying 

huge amounts to send children out of area which is not the best approach to 

addressing need. 

- The current school is no longer large enough to fulfil the growing needs of the 

community. 

- I am aware that several Pill children travel for 3 hours daily to receive the 

special needs education they require. They badly need somewhere closer. 

- There is an increasing demand for the provision of specialist education to 

meet the needs of children in our community with severe learning difficulties 

that cannot be provided by the current schools in N Somerset 

- this expansions is essential to supporting the needs of this part of our local 

population 

- Yes but the site of the school needs to be appropriate and the site in 

Clevedon is not 

- There are far more suitable sites for the proposed school expansion which 

need investigating. 

- This is feel is a loaded question, whilst I may agree to the size expanding. I 

felt that this will be the only information you will use in the consultation, and 

disregard my contempt to the site being built at Brookfield walk. 



- There is a number of children that we are aware of that will require a space at 

a school like baytree in the coming year - there is therefore evidence for the 

need of a new building/school given that baytree is unable to expand at its 

current site. 

- Yes but not on our field 

- We have more and children needing a place at Baytree school and sadly 

we're not able to take all the learners that should be with us due to lack of 

space and capacity. 

- Although there may be a need for a new school it must not be built of green 

space 

- There are insufficient places for autistic children in Clevedon, none for non 

verbal 

- My boy attends springboard, I am really worried we won't get a place at 

baytree, I would be happy to drive the distance, for this to go ahead, he needs 

education, but I'm worried for him and wot happens next, we need a new 

school more than anything 

- As a former member of staff I saw the number of families who visited the 

school with a view to applying for a place. The majority of these children's 

needs could have been met by Baytree but only a v small no. of these 

children could get a place. 

- I support children with learning disabilties as a specialist nurse, and am aware 

that there is a shortage of specialist school places within the county for 

children with such complex needs, who cannot be accomodated in 

mainstream schools . 

- Parents of children with SEND in North Somerset are currently without options 

for suitable schooling in North Somerset. Too many are having to go out of 

county, meaning high expense to the LA and tax payers and long journeys for 

children with SEND. 

- an additional SEN school in the area is vitally important. To find a place to 

have the trust and confidence in the staff to simply keep your child safe to 

learn and grow and give SEN children the same start in life as any other child. 

- I am very concerned that mainstream schools are being asked to take very 

high level SEND children without the expertise or resources to do so. There is 

an urgent for more provision. 

- It would allow students to develop even further and help them grow even 

more 

- As line manager for the Portage team who work with children with complex 

additinal needs i am aware of the pressure for suitable school places for these 

children. 

- Baytree is a wonderful school and already at capacity. I have only visited 

twice as a prospective parent and you can see they are struggling for space 



and being on two levels excludes physically disabled children from accessing 

more facilities 

- I am very aware of the lack of spaces for children with PMLD. These children 

need a specialist environment in which to thrive and have a good quality of 

life. 

- I think the proposed location is well chosen. Good transport links with Weston 

Super mare, necessary for pupils, staff and parents also other services that 

will be provided. 

- There is a great increase in the number of children with an EHCP who need a 

place at Baytree especially in the early years to year 6 age group. 

- As I know my son was one of 6 children who didn't get into baytree this year. 

The need is huge as our children deserve their education just as much as any 

other child. 

2. 

Based on the information you have been given, do you agree the proposals to 

expand Baytree School from September 2021 onwards require the expansion 

and development on a second site?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Comments: 

- But not in green space 

- If we are to provide what is needed this is essential 

- The school cannot expand where it is due to site restrictions and there is 

definitely the need to create more places for pupils with pmld. 

- The school is very far for a child with profound and severe learning difficulties 

to travel which could cause unnecessary stress for the individual and family. 

- There is no more space on the current site 

- Yes but in the correct location. Brookfield walk fields is not the right location. It 

has green belt status, protects our neighbourhood from pollution from the 

motorway and provides a home to many species of wildlife 

- More investigation into suitable sites needs to be undertaken 

- The consultation documentation makes a clear and compelling case for a 

second site. 



- there is a need for children at this end of North Somerset for special needs 

education plces nearer to the communities they live in 

- baytree to is inadequate for the needs of these children 

- We have seen the current site expand as far as is possible. The needs of the 

children have changed dramatically since opening and the current site can not 

accommodate appropriately to all needs 

- It is important we have another school in North Somerset 

- This is green belt land and the heart of our community! 

- The current school site is at capacity and cannot be expanded any further. 

Therefore the creation of a second site is the only viable option to ensure 

enough spaces are available for the CYP in N-Somerset with the most 

complex SEND. 

- The site has limited scope for expansion so expansion which includes a 

second site is essential 

- Yes, the existing site is over-subscribed and is not designed to cater for such 

severe learning difficulties. 

- A considerable number of pupils live by n the north of North Somerset; it 

would be a good idea to have the second site nearer to their homes & 

families. 

- Unfortunately with no land available in close proximity to the current site then 

yes the proposed site is the best option serving the wider community also 

- the current site cannot accommodate any more young people 

- Although the proposals to expand the school on a second site make sense 

due consideration has been given to the practical implications. 

- I understand that it would not be possible to relcoate Heron's Moor school to 

allow Baytree to take over the whole Campus site. So a second site is 

necessary. 

- Further movement of types of pupil within the campus should also be looked 

st. 

- Again, same question as above & misleading as you are trying to get me to 

agree with the expansion when it is the location I am opposing. 

- This seems like a sensible way to create more spaces within the area. It is 

clear that teh current site has no extra capacity to add classes and there is a 

limit to the addditional adaptations that can be made. 

- Some children would be able to be schooled closer to home as part of the 

additional provision. Reducing travel costs and length of school day for each 

- Pupil specific facilities needed to ensure best curriculum practice to support 

complex needs cohorts 



- Current site not suitable 

- The number of places need is rising at a phenomenal rate and we desperately 

need provision. 

- Yes see Q4 response. 

- There is not space at the current site, so a new site must be sought. 

- The current site is overflowing and not suitable for children with the most 

profound complex needs. 

- Yes but not at proposed site 

- The current site has limited development opportunity. Student in the north of 

the LA currently have to travel a long way to be able to attend the current site 

- It makes complete sense to work with what you've got! 

- The second site will expose the disabled children to high levels of pollution 

and noise directly from a high traffic motorway a direct health hazard to 

already vulnerable children 

- There should be adequate provision on the existing site or at the same 

location this has been dismissed as far as I can see without full investigation 

and costings. 

- We are told that the current Baytree site is not fit for purpose and has already 

had two extensions. That said, there would be scope to redesign the current 

site and if necesary rebuild this in full or in part as there is sufficient scope to 

do this 

- It is clear that Baytree's current site cannot provide additional space to grow, 

and hence it seems appropriate for a second site to be provided which is 

tailored for the requirements of the pupils that will study there. 

- Yes I agree that Baytree school needs to expand and that Clevedon is a nice 

central place for the surrounding villages. 

- This provision would provide cost effective schooling for those in the north of 

the reach area. 

- A new central site seems very appropriate, given the school drawing pupils 

from across the whole district. 

- Why can't the existing site in Weston super mare be re worked to meet 

existing and future demands 

- We agree that an urgent decision is required for an additional school and feel 

that the Council should also look into building this facility in Portishead as an 

alternative option. 

- Not on green belt land . 

- But not at this site, the roads cannot cope at the moment 



- Not green belt land that is used by the Clevedon community 

- North Somerset Council believes in the principle of local schools for local 

children. This is even more important for those with complex needs. 

- But not on proposed site. 

- Definitely. Children with complex needs are surviving longer, leading to a 

need for more specialist places 

- The current Baytree site cannot expand further or be adapted to meet the 

types of need children increasingly have in terms of access to class or 

mobility needs 

- Some pupils have do go 17 miles and if a second school was built it would 

half her journey 

- The current school does not have the physical capacity to meet the needs of 

the many children in this community needing such intense support. 

- The second site if needed should be built in close proximity to the first 

- There is no doubt that further school places are required but the proposed 

plans have been rushed through by NSC, NSC are fully aware that residents 

of Clevedon really do value their Green Belt Land. 

- This green belt land used by the local community should not be taken away, 

particularly from the local children who would have to find play areas in other 

parts of Clevedon crossing main roads. The fields are natural habitats 

- The second site should be within easy reach of the existing site 

- I feel bot all information has been provided to residents etc. I believe that die 

to the limited primary school places, Baytree will ultimately be relocated to the 

second site. Allowing for expansion of the primary school. 

- Baytree current site can not to expanded further from what I understand. 

- Not on our field in Clevedon 

- Providing there really isn't another site that would enable us to have one big 

school. 

- It must be built on an alternative site to the green space site on Brockfield 

walk 

- The current site is inadequate as it is far too small with inadequate strorage 

facilties. There is no room to expand withing the site. 

- There is insufficient provision for all children with SEND for them to attend a 

local school. Also Baytree is too small, has no hoisting facilities and is not fit 

for purpose. These children deserve to have their needs met. 



- In North Somerset the number of children with PMLD has risen significantly, 

there are not enough school places to accommodate the needs of these 

children. 

- Places are needed so children with complex additional need can be educated 

nearer to their homes 

- The current site has no room for expansion and being on two levels means it 

is not suitable 

- As an ex employee of Baytree School I know that the facilities that these 

children require is inadequate to meet their complex needs. These children 

need specialist lifting equipment, personal care spaces and areas to store 

their much needed aids. 

- the current site is bursting and has few capabilities to provide for future pupils 

- Baytree School is bursting at the seams! Corridors and classrooms are full of 

wheelchairs and equipment needed for non-ambulant students. There is no 

room for expansion on the present site. 

- 100% our children have enough fight on their hands. They should never be 

just a statistic! Our children need these places. 

3. 

Based on the information you have been given, do you agree the second site 

should be located within easy reach of most homes and within easy reach of 

the current Baytree School? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMENTS: 

- But not on green space 

- It must be on a major route - mid north somerset to ensure as easy acces as 

possible 

- These are 2 different questions! Many children have to travel a long way to 

WSM so a second site at Clevedon would be ideal. Yet it's still close to the 

WSM site 

- It will cut down on travel time for children with sen in north of north somerset 

- The school needs to be part of the community 

- The current school in Weston super Mare and not in Clevedon as proposed 

- I think it would be useful to have a second site in the North of North Somerset 

to reduce pupil's travel time and make it easier for them to meet up out of 

school hours 

- We just need more availability for those that need it 

- Another site in area would help reduce journey length to get to and from 

school for some children but keeping it a reasonable distance from each site 

means combined school events are still possible 

- I think the site needs to be accessible to all. 



- Being close to the current school seems crucial for consistency across both 

sites and also to enable staff and children across both sites to interact and 

work together. 

- Locating this provision near in a central location with quick transit routes is 

critical to the welfare of the studetns and families, especially as journey times 

are defined by legislation. 

- This questions is unclear - "easy reach of most homes" within which area? 

- The provision being in Clevedon would provide better access to those children 

and young people in the north of the county 

- I don't believe the current proposed new site fits this criterior 

- In order for the split site to work, both sites must be easy to reach and easy to 

travel between. 

- time travelling is wasteful and exhausting. And family need to be in close 

proximity to be involved with the education and wellbeing of their children. 

- As NS have declared a climate emergency the school should be built in 

Weston to reduce distance travelled by staff thus reducing co2 and stop the 

felling of established trees 

- The parents already have so many unfair challlenges without prohibitive 

transport arrangements compounding the issues for them and their children. 

- Clearly important that effective management of the school is facilitated 

- Although Baytree School will be located on two sites they will remain one 

school and one community. Providing opportunities for pupils to learn and 

socialise together. 

- This site is not in easy reach, it is only being considered here because the 

council basically don't want to pay for a site 

- Somewhere central near the M5 would be best to reduce journey times of the 

most complex children. 

- Important that there are local schools for all children to attend, and therefore 

increasing provision within north of N Somerset creates greater capacity for 

this. Imp close to current site to allow staff flexibility 

- The less time children spend in vehicles tavelling to and from school the 

better 

- Central for everyone. 

- As above; not all students with complex needs live in Weston 

- Children without additional needs have access to this. It shouldn't be any 

different for those with additional needs. 

- It is important to ensure the feel of one school two sites 



- Yes,but not on green belt land.i would not agree with any building built.the 

land is free but the cost to the environment,wildlife and the people who use 

these fields,will be high. 

- long journey times are very difficult for SLD children to cope with 

- Of course easy access is required but not in areas where access to existing 

homes is already congested. 

- School should be sited where there is the most demand 

- Yes definitely, expecting a 4 year old to travel from Nailsea or Clevedon to 

travel into Weston and back every day is too far 

- The brookfield walk site is not close enough to the current Baytree site 

- Where are most homes? Who's homes? ~This is a loaded question again & 

not providing me to have my say. 

- Absolotuley the new site must be in the area - some of the students are young 

children/people who don't travel well; for ease of staff travel also. It would be 

great for the 2 sites to still work closesly together rather than as 2 separate 

entities. 

- But the motorway gives good access to Clevedon and this would help serve 

the north of the county 

- I believe the second site should be in Weston, not Clevedon 

- it is more important that the chosen site is able to accomodate all facets of the 

school - North Somerset is not that big that anywhere is that far away! 

- I think the site has been well thought out with all repercussions/outcomes 

explored and it is ideal. 

- The new site needs to be mid-county as the travel from Long Ashton to Worle 

is too long and contravenes the Home to School Transport Policy and the DfE 

guidance on ideal travel times. 

- Bus transport will allow the children who need it to access the school. It is only 

fair on the families of these children that the site is easily accessible and 

within reach of most homes. They have enough obstacles in their path. 

- Some children have to sit on the bus for up to an hour and a half to reach us 

and some of these children are only 5/6 years old. I certainly wouldn't want my 

young boy to have to do that. 

- There ia a shortage of specialist provision to the North of the district. Weston 

has two specialist provisions and Nailsea, one. To reduce journey times a 

northern based special school would be more suitable. 

- Yes but not at proposed site 

- I believe the best site should be sought. People travel from the whole county 

for specialist education so perhaps it should be further away to balance this 



- For consistency across both school, regular liaison and opportunities for staff 

to communicate and work together are vital. 

- I believe the site should be situated at an appropriate location which has 

maximum impact for the students and staff whilst limiting the negative impact 

on the local community. We are all members of N.Somerset&all should hold 

equal importance 

- School transportation means this includes clevedon 

- It makes sense to have another special school based in Clevedon, there is 

one in Nailsea and Baytree in Weston. The proposed location is within the 

local community which is where these children should receive their education 

- Again, there is a huge need for this amazing school to be able to 

accommodate more children locally 

- A Weston super mare location would be suitable not clevedon this. This would 

limit travelling and stress for families 

- The report documents DO NOT support this location based on the 

mathematics, of the movements and transport, surely this smacks in the face 

of the climate change lobby. 

- Within reach of peoples yes, but would question whether it needs to be nearer 

or further away from the existing facility. This would not be a determination we 

could / should be asked to make 

- It will be better for at least some of Baytree's pupils that home-to-school 

travelling time be kept to a minimum. Where a school is split between two 

sites, it makes sense that it be easy to travel between the two sites. 

- It is expensive and not in the best interests of the children to travel long 

distances to school. As far as possible the authority should be offering equal 

opportunities to children and not expecting them to travel long distances to 

meet their needs 

- Special schools thrive when they are part of a local community, and this site 

appears to offer that opportunity. Alternative sites on the edges of towns or 

villages would give an institutional feel which is not appropriate for a school 

like Baytree. 

- Local spaces for local children 

- I feel you have selected the wrong site and are manulating the statics to suit 

- There is already a school in Weston so a new development does not need to 

be within easy reach of this school but should serve the purpose to support 

both Clevedon and Portishead pupils with disabilities 

- A new school could be anywhere. 

- The new school should be located nearer the current school 

- I live near the village of Pill. Children from this area are currently spending far 

too long getting to and from the Baytree site in Weston Super Mare each day 



- But not on proposed site. 

- Complex need children have limited ability to travel 

- The new provision should not be in Weston as the catchment area for the 

children means long journeys for some children 

- Baytree has an excellent reputation and it is vital that the new facility enables 

proper integration the existing school. 

- Therefore should be developed in WSM 

- The current school is in Weston Super Mare, so therefore it would make 

sense that the new school is located close-by so that services & resource can 

be shared, moving the new school does not make any economic sense. 

- Brookfield is not within easy reach of Baytree 

- The proposed site has no local amenities within walking distance. Restricted 

transport access. Within close proximity of M5 motorway junction which is 

often gridlocked with stationary traffic creating high exhaust emissions 

- Apart from reducing travel time for the students parents would also find it 

easier to attend school meetings and events. 

- Easy reach does not mean clevedon. It should be easy reach Weston-super-

Mare. 

- I think it should be within North Somerset for sure. I don't necessarily think it 

should be in Clevedon specifically, there are brownfield sites elsewhere 

(although I don't know if they are big enough to accommodate a school) 

- Not on the field in Clevedon 

- As the senior leadership with span both schools it would be senseless for 

them to spend too long travelling when they could be with the pupils. Also we 

may end up in a scenario where parents have multiple children in the two 

schools. 

- These young people have complex health needs; it is unfair to ask that they 

travel long distances each day in order to attend school. 

- Yes all children should be able to attend a local school that is suitable for 

them and can meet their needs. Being able to get to the second Baytree will 

enable good communication between schools and sharing of facilities. 

- As Baytree school is based in Weston I believe there should be a school 

based in Clevedon/portishead. 

- Presently many children from the North of the cunty spend hours each day 

commuting to the Westo site 

- These children already have so much to deal with without long traveling times 

to school 



- To me it would be sensible to locate a special school for these children with 

such complex needs centrally in North Somerset if possible.There will be less 

travel time and less stress . 

- it is important that accessibility is there for all. 

- The 2 sites will work together for the good of all students. Easy access to the 

M5 will help with this.The Clevedon site may well be more convenient for 

some families. 

- I think the location for the new site is perfect. 

4. 

Based on the information you have been given, do you support the proposals 

outlined in this consultation to expand Baytree School from September 2021 

onwards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMENTS: 

- Not on green space 

- More spaces are urgently needed 

- Further investigation into alternative sites must be undertaken 

- I am deeply concerned that the proposed location for the news school is on a 

greenfield site and that this consultation has so far not made that clear. 

- The provision being in Clevedon would provide better access to those children 

and young people in the north of the county 

- The proposed new site is not close enough to the current school. This would 

cause logistical difficulties for children, parents, teachers, admin staff, 

maintenance staff and due to the extra travel involved raise CO2 levels in 

climate emergency 

- There is a definite need within North Somerset and the expansion is both 

timely and welcome. 



- These children and their families deserve the best opportunities we can give 

them 

- NS are currently contradicting themselves within their policies, they have been 

deliberately obstructive with the process when enquires have been submitted 

- Far too soon given the fact this apparently hasn't even passed for building 

permission, and the effect it'll have on neighbours with the rush to build it 

- Build it somewhere else but not on green belt land 

- Not on this site 

- This fundamentally has to happen to ensure the safety and development of 

childrens and young people in NS 

- We have a climate emergency happening,so whilst I understand the school 

has to expand,losing the only green space in this part of clevedon,is wrong on 

so many levels.M5,emissions,noise,is this the best for the children? 

- I have observed the site on a number of occassions and only once have I 

seen it being used and then it was just as a route to a part that will not be 

affected 

- The proposals have not taken into account the existing environment and 

impact on wildlife. For a so say green council no thought has been given to 

the damage this will cause. 

- The lack of Baytree spaces & appropriate facilities has been identified for a 

long time. The need for overhead tracking & equipment was identified prior to 

the current Baytree being built. 

- The proposal of Brookfield walk goes against national planning policy, is in 

green belt & has been chosen entirely due to the cost & time & being owned 

by NSC but these are not valid reasons to develop on green belt land. 

- There is clearly a pressing need to expand. The young people who have not 

been able to access a space are real individuals not just numbers on a page. 

The worry their families wll have waiting to see if their child can have a space 

is horrendous. 

- Because e we can then meet the needs of pupils more easily with less delay 

and closer to their homes 

- The site chosen is inappropriate - it's on an already very busy junction and 

backs on to the motorway. You are also destroying a green space used by 

most of Clevedon 

- A fantastic well needed proposal which will benefit many families hugely. 

- Yes but not at proposed site 

- This expansion is essential. 



- The choice of site is totally impractical, there is not enough local infrastructure 

to support this and just because the land is "free" should not be the deciding 

factor 

- I cannot support an application that is considering such a terribly unsuitable 

location 

- as above 

- Again, we can only go by what we are told in terms of whether expansion is 

needed 

- It seems clear that there is an urgent requirement for increased provision for 

pupils with needs that Baytree caters for. It is undesirable for North Somerset 

Council not to be able to meet these needs within its own area, and for it to be 

forced t 

- This will have a negative impact on my whole family due to increase traffic on 

an already busy road. 

- Should not be built on green belt field In an area where there was already 

poor access 

- The supply of new school places is urgently needed, and the new facilities will 

support the council in delivering value for money, responsible use of 

resources and reduced environmental impacts. 

- Any expansion of bay tree school should be kept within Weston super mare 

as this would remove the travel of children along the busy M5 motorway at all 

different times during the week and also not risking those children being 

caught up in traffic jams 

- This decision cannot be delayed due to the fact that these children are 

already extremely vulnerable and there is a big demand to provide these 

facilities now as already children have been turned away due to lack of space. 

- Expansion is needed but not on green belt . 

- Not on Green Belt Land 

- The sooner the better 

- Brookfield Walk is not the site to expand on. There are other ideal places. 

- If provision is not made from 2021 then more and more children will need to 

be sent out of area. 

- I feel this consultation has been biased and sites in WSM has not been fully 

explored 

- The whole process has been undertaken in a secretive & rushed manner, the 

underlying theme appears to be that this land will be at nil cost to NSC. 

- School should be expanded but not at a cost to the residents of Broookfield 

walk 



- Don't split the school. Find a location big enough for 1 school for all the 

children. 

- Green belt land with mature trees and hedgerows, a flood plain and 

designated as an open recreation space when Hither Green Industrial Estate 

was planned 

- Little consideration has been given to hundreds of residents in Brookfield 

walk, and surrounding areas 

- I would like a place for September 2021 

- yes, this needs to happen as soon as possible 

- The provision is needed now! 

- As more children with disabilities are surviving and thriving, the need for 

suitable school places is becoming urgent 

- The site chosen is fraught with difficulties for the local population and there 

are better brown field sites available. The site being proposed is used by the 

local community for many activities which are good for them as individuals 

and collectivel. 

- There are more children in North Somerset who require this provision to 

enable them to develop 

- This is desperately needed! 

- All concerns seems to have been addressed 

- The proposals promise more badly needed school places with appropriate 

facilities e.g. classrooms, hoists, space for equipment. 

5. 

Based on the information given do you have any concerns about equality 

impacts that you would like to raise? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMENTS: 

- As a parent of a disabled child living near site, what about her rights to have 

green space in walking distance. 

- The impact on environment and the quality of life for residents of Brookfield 

Walk 

- The site selection sensibly supports the right to a family life by the virtue of its 

central location 

- As parents the fact that soany of our children need additional support but 

have to go outside North Somerset is unacceptable. 

- North Somerset are not treating all of their constituents equally and are 

deliberately ignoring the concerns raised 

- I feel the residents of Brookfield and kelting grove have been completely 

ignored and the school and council couldn't care less about our opinion about 

building on our only green space in east clevedon. I greatly oppose the build 

site decision 

- IF this expansion does bit go ahead I am concerned that students with 

profound needs will not have equal access to local education. This is morally 

wrong. 



- The Council isn't currently meeting statutory requirements to ensure equality 

of opportunity for all disabled children in the area. 

- Weston is a town which is experiencing rapid growth.School provision for 

mainstream students has increased so it is in the interests of equal 

opportunities that provision for S&PLD should be increased also 

- No school should be built next to a motorway at all and certainly not one 

where children may already be unwell 

- The proposed land is on the edge of countryside stretching to Yatton, so 

hardly a huge loss of 'green belt' land; an open aspect would impact very 

positively on these students. There is also a good M5 link 

- some councillors have been using language that is markedly discriminatory 

against our young people. They need this site to give them appropriate 

support 

- Of course equality is important but was potential noise (cars, sirens etc.) and 

air pollution from the adjacent motorway considered. 

- Without an expanded Baytree, kids who desperately eed the kind of specialist 

support they can provide will continue to go without. This is massively 

inequitable and must be addressed by the provision of these additional 

facilities. 

- The broofied site will isolate the pupils from the community they have on the 

campus , the hydrotherapy pool & mainstream school 

- Not being able to provide for send children is not inclusive 

- Might not be relevant but I hope a second site will still allow students to 

access the community/have contact with other schools and won't just be 

shoved in the middle of nowhere cutting the students off. 

- Not to build the school would be detrimental to equality for children with 

complex needs. 

- I think every child should have the opportunity to attend a school 

- Anything that can be done to ease the difficult path of these beautiful children 

and their amazing parents, most certainly should be done.parnts 

- The site chosen is inappropriate - it's on an already very busy junction and 

backs on to the motorway. You are also destroying a green space used by 

most of Clevedon 

- Families should be given a reasonable choice of specialist provision within 

North Somerset. Currently this is not always available. 

- Too many SEN children are having to go out of County for education 

provision, compared to Bristol or South Glos. Complex needs provision needs 

to be increased drastically. 



- For equality those with Special educational needs should be able to access 

education close to home and not have to travel out of area 

- Highly vulnerable group of children who should have equal access to the right 

to have suitable educational provision 

- I feel that the local community in Clevedon is not being listened and that the 

agenda of NSC and Baytree School is being put above everyone else 

- This an obvious one isn't it? Children with special and severe needs will not in 

any way shape or form benefit from being away from home for longer than is 

necessary. The journey to other schools could see them stuck on a school 

bus for hours 

- This application does not take into consideration the equality of children in 

both clevedon and Weston super mare. The health of both these groups of 

children will Ben compromised by the building and location of this school. 

- This proposals indicates a total disregard for the future of the community and 

therefore the impact assessment as read is totally flawed in that area, these 

numbers need to be independently reviewed by someone impartial to the 

authority and school. 

- Should be near Baytree school at highlands lane 

- The consultation clearly sets out the equalities impact, and it is clear that the 

school will have a very positive impact for children who attend, their families 

and the wider school community. 

- Disabled children would not have easy or safe access to local amenities 

- I think taking away brookfield walk fields would have a detrimental effect on 

the local community meaning the loss of green belt land increased traffic in a 

purely residential area . 

- The roads will become even busier making it unsafe for our children to play 

outside, no matter how many parking spaces you provide your 

staff/visitors/transport will still park outside my house making it impossible for 

us to park and our visitors. 

- If the principle of local schools for local children is to be upheld then there 

should be fair allocation for ALL pupils. 

- Failing to 

- Shutter pupils have as much right to have their school close to their home. 

- If additional places are not created in North Somerset special schools the 

most vulnerable children and young people and their families could be 

significantly adversly impacted - and create greater inequality in accessing 

education locally 



- Every child should have the right to attend a school which meets their specific 

needs which is close to home and enables them to be a full member of that 

community. 

- if no expansions then provision for some of the most needy children in our 

community will be insufficient 

- The road network surrounding Brookfield is already congested, therefore 

bringing more vehicles to this area on a daily basis is going to increase 

pollution which will impact on residents quality of life. 

- Any selected site must not be at the expense/loss of a desperately needed 

green space. 

- Schools were supposed to support children with learning disabilities into main 

stream schools as part of being inclusive. Taking away the only open space in 

East Clevedon for a ninth school, when Clevedon is not expanding makes no 

sense 

- Children with special educational needs and disabilities should have as many 

opportunities for a good education as do all other children in North Somerset. 

- Whether you have a disability or not, everyone should be treated equally. 

Residents in Brookfield walk are not being treated equally. Our quality of life 

and right to open space and community would be removed if the school 

expanded to Brookfield wa 

- You are not thinking of the needs of the residents of Clevedon (including 

canine residents) 

- Every child should have the right to education 

- A child should not be expected to travel 15 or even 20 miles to access a 

suitable school place just because they have an additional need 

- I think it is important that children with special needs are able to attend a 

school suitable for their needs in their local community. 

- I do feel that there isn't as much equality for our children with additional 

needs. Every child needs an educational platform just our children's needs 

vary and I don't think this should be made any more of an issue. 

6. 

Additional comments:  

- We purchased out house because of the location and beautiful surroundings. 

There are many other sites that can be used that won't be detrimental to this 

neighbourhood and more importantly the environment! As usual money 

saving tactics, are being used instead of what is best for all. I fully support the 

need to expand school especially having a child with mobility issues, however 

you cannot continue to build on green space. When does this stop!! 



- This should not be challenged, we have children that are in desperate need of 

these places 

- I think this is a fantastic service and if making it larger makes it even more 

accessible then it's a must in my eyes. We have a responsibility to provide the 

best possible education for our young and must take steps as a society to 

ensure that this includes our children with learning disabilities. 

- Wherever you decide to build the school there are going to be objections. 

There are plenty of green spaces in Clevedon for use, so fully support the 

proposal. All children deserve an education and if Brookfield Walk is the most 

suitable, then I fully back the expansion. 

- This seems a very positive expansion for children who need it. 

- I can't remember if I've already answered this questionnaire before, apologies 

if I have 

- It is clear that a new site for the school is needed to accommodate a growing 

number of pupils. I can see that careful consideration has been given to the 

location of the new premises and in my opinion this new site is very 

acceptable given its location to the M5 Motorway and other major roads. I do 

not feel that these proposals, if approved, will have any detrimental impact on 

local residents, including myself. I am therefore in favour of these plans to 

develop the site. 

- This resource is clearly needed and Baytree has an excellent track record of 

supporting these vulnerable children. 

- Building the school on the proposed site will have massive implications on 

roads in Clevedon. There is already queues leaving and entering Clevedon 

each morning and evening. Congestion is as you know a big cause of 

pollution and this will negatively affect residents as well the additional traffic. 

Not to mention the wildlife that will be eradicated. The green belt should be 

protected! The school is not wanted by the majority of residents! 

- The green belt status of this land should remain exactly that for the protection 

of the environment. The additional traffic caused by having a school here 

would cause absolutely mayhem for the residents not to mention the added 

pollution it'll bring. I am completely against this site being developed / built on 

for any purpose and it should remain green land. North Somerset council 

have declared a climate emergency yet want to bulldoze our few remaining 

green spaces and concrete over it! 

- Clevedon site is not acceptable for the new school 

- This green space is enjoyed by all residents of Clevedon and whereas I have 

no problems of expansion for Baytree School, Brookfield Walk is not the 

answer to a fruitful life for its pupils. 

- The current building is not enough for the school. 



- I am deeply concerned that this survey does not include a question on the 

most important issue - the proposed location of the site. I trust that the results 

will not be used to justify that location 

- North Somerset does not currently have enough places for pupils with severe 

and profound learning difficulties. This is a good, accessible site on which to 

build this provision. 

- There is a huge need for more SEND places in this area but wondering why 

Clevedon is being chosen for the expansion rather than Weston as there is a 

risk of inconsistency and them essentially being 2 completely separate 

schools. 

- The provision makes use of land that lends itself well to this type of facility in a 

well established neighbourhood, journey times are critical to the efficient use 

of resources and ensure that students arrive stress free and ready to learn, 

improving the outcomes. This really is all about location, location, location. 

The school will inevitably be good for local employment, and contribute to a 

thriving town. The availability of alternative local trails and footpaths in 

Clevedon are numerous. 

- Working with young children and as SENDCO for my setting I am very 

concerned that children needing support are given the best possible 

opportunity to reach their potential and enjoy their education within their 

community 

- Whilst agreeing that a second site is needed that second site should not be so 

far away from the current site. North Somerset has declared a climate 

emergency so they need to start acting like it and destroying green land just 

because it's a cheaper option is not the way to go. 

- I think the site should be expanded and the Brookfield site would tick many 

boxes. I am concerned about traffic, as a local resident, however some of the 

congestion issues can be mitigated by using minibuses for larger numbers to 

save on individual car drop off and picks up and staggering start and finish 

times with pre and post school time provision. It would be great to have a 

school in the North of the district for those with SLD and PMLD which is easily 

accessible for many. 

- I am recording this response in my capacity as Headteacher of ***; the 

Academy community is in favour of this expansion. 

- "The people of Clevedon should not lose their much used green space. 

Brookfield Walk is not the right place for a school. Traffic on Northern Way is 

already a nightmare at peak times and a school would only add to this. 

Getting in or out of Brookfield Walk is already difficult. Not forgetting the 

environmental impact for the local community with increased traffic and loss of 

trees etc. 

Also why would you locate a school so close to the motorway. 

There is a better place for a school." 



- To consider sending children with special need on long journeys at each end 

of the day is inhumane, costly in time and completely impractical for staff and 

families. The school needs input from families and this cannot happen if 

children are sent out of the area. Special needs schools are a community. 

- The current Baytree building is not really big enough to accommodate the 

current pupils and their equipment even after 3 extensions. It is no longer a 

suitable building for the high numbers of pupils with physical disabilities in 

addition to complex learning disabilities. 

- Please expand this vital school - the local area is criminally underserved for 

places at Special Schools and this school provides fantastic care and 

standards of education for its students. 

- This is a no brainer. Children need access to education near there home. 

- I would suggest the NHS looks at NHS case with Orchard View in Ham Green 

it offered respite care for the young disabled.the nhs closed the unit as they 

classed it as "too expensive" in the long run it has cost them far more as they 

can not offer a similar level of care. By choosing a piece of land that is not fit 

for purpose just because it is "free" it will cost NSC far more in the long run 

- We need a new school for our young people with additional needs. End of 

story! 

- "Brookfield is not the right place to build on account it's the only greenspace 

available and green belt for east clevedon. Access will be even harder for all 

concerned due to travel levels severely increasing at peak hours. Especially 

when there is plenty of brown space available to build this on. 

The streets residents are very much against loosing our field space, you will 

increase emissions as we will have to drive to other areas, and be cutting 

down 100s trees, lose of homes to wildlife." 

- I worked at Baytree for just under 14 years, I now work in a local primary 

school. I have seen the increased need for educational provision for children 

and young people with complex health and/or learning needs. Due to funding, 

there is not enough support for vulnerable students. An additional Baytree site 

will ensure that the most vulnerable children and young people have access 

to education and life skills which they all are entitled to, ensuring achievement 

and quality of life. 

- Currently, the school, the parents and the children are struggling with a very 

small but vital resource. Even then, the limited spaces mean too many 

children in the area are excluded with parents facing transport outside of the 

area, which fails the children on so many levels. In contrast, I can't see that 

the proposed plans would have any REAL adverse impact on local residents, 

at least not in contrast to the benefits to the children of YOUR community. 

- It is clearly vital that provision for children with severe SEN in N Somerset is 

increased: current facilities are inadequate and it is known that demand is 

rising quite rapidly, The proposed site offers a cost-effective way to achieve 



this: to the best of my knowledge no alternative sites have been identified that 

offer a similarly cost-effective and appropriate solution to this urgent problem 

- Don't build on green belt land! You have enough money from us in council tax, 

cut services to education, police, health, infrastructure and now this! Not on 

my watch and I will fight it all the way! If it has to be Clevedon then look at 

other areas where all services and infrastructure is in place ( old co-op) 

- "The need to expand Baytree School is critical. The development of a second 

site for the CYP with the most complex SEND is an opportunity to ensure 

these incredible learners remain educated within their community, have 

access to the right level of support and an environment that will ensure their 

personal development. 

The creation of a second site will also increase capacity within the current 

Baytree school offering much needed places for CYP with SLD and/or 

Autism." 

- Yes I wholeheartedly support this development 

- North Somerset has declared a climate emergency and should not be 

destroying green belt land just because it is a cheaper option, there are 

brownfield sites that would be more appropriate. This site is too far from the 

other site which would result in a raise of co2 levels from travelling to and 

from 

- This is much needed. We need to utilise land now and not keep it for dog 

walking. We lack spaces for children with disabilities this would save lots of 

money by not having to send a good portion out of county 

- I think this is a well needed expansion of the school 

- It is great to hear about the new plans for Baytree school in Clevedon and I 

am totally supportive of the proposals on the current site. It might be even 

better if it was explained to the general public why the current site was chosen 

over the site near the Crab Apple pub. 

- Many of the pupils attending, or due to attend the specialist provision of 

Baytree school access health care at Bristol Children's hospital; and also 

CHSW Charlton Farm. North Somerset's overnight short break unit is in 

Clevedon too. OT & health services are based at Castlewood. For a family 

living in the north of the county, whose other children can attend a local 

school, having provision locally for their disabled child would have a positive 

impact. 

- Only concerned about consistent noise & pollution levels being so close to the 

motorway. 

- I really do hope this moves forward. What a fantastic opportunity for families 

who need it. 

- I work in the Campus in the school that share a building with Baytree, There 

are currently 14 minibuses dropping off and picking up each day and very little 



space to do this in. There current corridors and classrooms are full of all the 

equipment needed for children with special needs. It is not fair for so many to 

have to travel if an addional site could be created to spread the spaces across 

N Somerset. 

- It is paramount to these children that they have access to the best facilities 

available, the new proposal can do that with the ever growing SEND 

population change has to occur now to have any hope of accommodating 

more children and young people in the future! 

- Don't say this green belt is the best site,be honest it's free,its all 

financial.climate emergency, so you cut down trees,create more emissions 

,lose wildlife,create more traffic in a busy area ? I also cannot understand how 

the land is suitable for the children,pollution,high noise levels from M5.are you 

really thinking in the children's best interests or because it's the cheaper 

option? 

- Not allowing this site would cause intolerable suffering to particularly 

vulnerable children. The site has been chosen as the most appropriate from 

the Council's available options. No notable trees will be damaged in the 

construction and access to the orchard and farmland will remain. The 

inconsistencies of opponents saying it is a dog walking area / area for children 

to play do not add up as I would certainly not let my children play where dogs 

are taken to foul. 

- "A few other questions: 

1) Do the potential pupils live locally? 

2) How far do the potential pupils have to travel, increasing air pollution and traffic. 

3) Has a badger, bat and bird survey been carried out? 

4) Has a survey been carried out to check on the existing drainage, water supply, 

gas and electric services and the limited existing road access. 

5) Has a flood risk assessment been carried out? The field at the rear of our property 

has surface water after heavy rain." 

- A second site in Clevedon would be ideal for the benefit of SLD pupils in 

North Somerset. It is desperately needed as the current Baytree site isn't big 

enough for the rising numbers of children needing this provision. 

- There is a continuing rise of children requiring specialist education and to 

suitably accommodate these in a sustainable and most effective educational 

way it would be of most benefit to North Somerset to expand the places that 

could be offered with a new school. 

- "1 story site is not paramount with appropriate lift access. Pupils with profound 

learning difficulties will always have adults for safe access to the outside 

enviroment. Travel on the M5 is frequently disrupted with no alternative route 

so emergency contact between the sites is too far. 



Brookfield walk community facilities is the field you are proposing to build on. 

There is no easy access to local facilities. The town centre is too far with 

mobility problems to access any cafe or library etc" 

- *** Parish Council supports the Clevedon site for the new building as this will 

provide better provision for those living in the north of North Somerset. 

- We need to look after all groups of children and investment is needed to 

ensure we give all pupils a safe and secure school placement. This is a really 

positive step towards that. 

- The main factors that have led to the election of Brookfield Walk as a suitable 

site are very clearly due to the ownership of the land, cost & being able to 

deliver with the proposed timeline. None of these factors are valid reasons for 

considering developing green belt land as set out in the national planning 

policy framework page 42 items 147 -147 & makes clear that Green Belt land 

should only be developed in exceptional cases, and that economic growth is 

not in itself an 'exceptional case'. 

- Listen to the views of send children and their parents first 

- The school really does need to expand - students who have a space are so 

lucky to be able to access a school in our area where their needs are met and 

they have opportunities to thrive. It is heartbreaking that children (real children 

not just projected numbers) are not able to go to school where they can have 

their needs met. Mainstream school is simply not an option. I hope the new 

site wherever it is, is close to community facilities and can have ties with other 

schools as currently. 

- More places are needed to accommodate children in need in North Somerset 

- Why would we not give the most vulnerable children in society what they 

require. 

- Special school placements in the south west are currently in huge demand. I 

support all send schools in area development to ensure the best facilities and 

access to learning for our send community. 

- The site chosen is inappropriate - it's on an already very busy junction and 

backs on to the motorway. You are also destroying a green space used by 

most of Clevedon 

- "Data from Early Years confirms that numbers of children needing SLD/PMLD 

provision are growing. It is essential that high quality placements are available 

for these children in their local community wherever possible. This proposal 

offers the best possible way forward to meet growing demand and enable all 

our children to receive their entitled education. 

Having a severely disabled child is a life changing event which brings high 

levels of stress to families. Our support for them is essential." 

- "I work for Springboard Opportunity Group. I see first hand the positive impact 

Baytree has for children with disabilities after they leave us. I see parents 



fighting for their children to be able to access the very limited special school 

places. 

Springboard currently has a waiting list of children needing to access SEND 

Early Years education - that number won't change and the waiting list will only 

be transferred to school. 

More places for these children is a MUST." 

- Expansion of Baytree should not be allowed to mask the lack of placements 

for children with SEN. There is a lack of suitable placements for older children 

and the expansion of Baytree will do nothing to address this. 

- There is a shortage of suitable places for children with additional needs, the 

proposed site meets the needs of the children and goes some way to fill the 

shortage with a relatively small school, with minimal impact on residents and 

wild life as most trees would remain. I would point out that not far away is an 

industrial estate with all that that entails, lorries etc. 

- I fully support this proposal in every way. Thank you. 

- This provision is well over due and needs to be actioned with immediate effect 

- I'm pretty disgusted with the comments made by the local residents group in 

Clevedon, particularly on their Facebook group which verge on discriminatory 

to disabled children. It's very much a 'not in my back yard' attitude, despite the 

fact that inclusion is the much better approach to understanding and de-

stigmatising those with special and educational needs. The new school would 

also go some way to making progress with the OFSTED Written Statement of 

Action from their SEN visit in May 2018. 

- I was lucky enough to spend some time with children at baytree a number of 

times as I am a Teaching Assistant and had worked one to one with a couple 

of children that went there on dual placements and I had to accompany them. 

It is an amazing school and provides a great school for SEND children that 

cannot cope with a mainstream school. I can appreciate that the school was 

built some time ago now and there is new technology that could be so helpful 

for the staff and pupils. 

- "As a staff member at the current school I experience the daily challenges or 

trying to store essential equipment for these children. I see children distressed 

from long journeys which in turn affects their education. 

I have concerns about how bus escorts cannot deceiver emergency 

medication when on transport which leaves these children very vulnerable for 

a big portion of the day. The children need access to more sensory based 

activities to meet their needs which is currently not achievable." 

- I feel this is definately a provision that is needed within north somerset and 

feel strongly we should bring as many pupils back into county as possible by 

expanding north Somerset's sen provision. 



- Another SEN provision is crucial for students in North Somerset. There are 

over 30 students travelling further afield with journey times exceeding the best 

practice standards to reach specialist provision that can be accommodated 

nearer. This has a negative impact on their health and wellbeing. 

- Additional special school places should be given priority to meet the needs of 

local children and young people with additional needs and disabilities keeping 

provision close to home. 

- "There is a huge need for another special educational needs school as places 

are at a premium and numbers for this provision are increasing. 

This group of children are at a disadvantage and are entitled to have an 

appropriate educational setting and provision suitable for their needs." 

- children need to be educated within the local area, we live in Weston super- 

mare and one child is transported to Bristol every day and one child is at 

Baytree, if Baytree had more capacity then children wouldn't have to be 

educated outside of the local authority saving loads of money on transport 

and possibly respite? Baytree is the most amazing school and if this can be 

expanded this must be a positive step forward for everyone? what are the 

objections? I know traffic maybe a problem? 

- A specialist school with extra spaces is very much needed and very quickly. 

- I feel this whole situation is a travesty as the only green community space in 

east Clevedon would be removed, people are going to loose an area to 

exercise and walk their dogs, a safe space for families, a space for community 

events. Wildlife in the area will be lost, trees unnecessarily felled, potential 

flooding of the area caused, disruption&sound damage.The road 

infrastructure will not be able cope (I have lots more but out of space) 

- "I think that it is ESSENTIAL to create the opportunity for ALL to have 

education appropriate to their needs. I have the privilege of knowing some 

fabulous children with needs which can be met by Baytree - this opportunity 

should be available for all. 

- Clevedon is perfectly located for an expansion site - close to the motorway as 

well as not far from the existing school for shared executive support." 

- "Baytree school in the current site is too small for our children in terms of 

physical space, parking, equipment provision and accessibility. 

- A new, larger site would provide the correct, needed facilities and space and 

the option for children who are forced into mainstream with EHCPs to be 

provided with the correct schooling. 

- Children should have the opportunity to be schooled in a environment which 

suits them, not the other way around." 

- Please? Come on people! This has to happen 

- This application has also over looked the environmental impact on these 

fields, numerous animals thrive on these fields including bats. There are trees 



that are there for a reason to act as a buffer for the families from the 

motorway, absorbing both sound and pollution, along with gallons of rain 

water. Not only does the location put the pupils health at risk it puts the many 

elderly, families and children's health at risk while taking away vital space for 

recreational use. 

- I do not agree with the expansion on ANY greenfield site, the access for the 

proposed 2nd site is not suitable, the loss of public space, wildlife and 

greenery is a disgrace, also being so close to the motorway would surely have 

negative effects on the severely disabled children. 

- The need for the expansion has been made so clear in the proposals. Not 

only to benefit them while they're younger but to benefit them when they're 

older. I work with adults with learning difficulties that didn't get an education or 

the support in school they were entitled too or had to travel so far they were 

always too tired to do anything- the difference this could have made to their 

lives would be massive. 

- Baytree is an incredible school and an extra site would open up more 

opportunities for children with additional needs, which is a growing population 

- "Being a qualified and competent construction engineer I find it difficult to find 

justification in this proposed development. This opinion is based on the 

knowledge of the lack of services, water, drainage sewage etc. also the 

proximity to the M5 does need special consideration as part of any 

environmental impact. 

Also I can understand that NSC has put this proposal out to any so called 

stake holders, but will due consideration be given to those involved. 

NEGATIVE EFFECT ON COMMUNITY." 

- In view of increased demand, provision must be provided for children with 

additional needs. 

- This is a perfect site to be part of a community, to have level access to shops 

and amenities and a direct road link to Worle and the rest of N Somerset 

- Number of pupils has doubled. One of the stipulations of any proposed site is 

that it should be within walking distance of shops & amenities - Brookfield 

Walk is not. The land is green belt land & the Council has signed up to be 

greener and support the environment. The land is a flood plain, in which the 

trees absorb not only excess water but carbon from pollution caused by the 

motorway plus much needed noise reduction. Also concerns re access & 

parking. Idea to make more parking available 

- I am in full support of the plans to expand Baytree school and for a site to be 

built in Clevedon. I do however feel that the old Quicksafe site is more 

appropriate for the project that the Brook field walk site. 

- As a retired teacher with a daughter who is at present teaching in a school 

with a high proportion of special needs children I hear constantly of the 

struggle to get adequate provision for the children who need it.I hear of the 



impact on others both children and staff who are pressured and feel 

dissatisfied because they are unable to meet the needs of the children in their 

care. Consequently when the authority come up with a plan to provide 

additional places I feel it is my duty to support it. 

- My family including parent and Autie all live within one mile and in sumerlin 

drive opposite the proposed area. My main objection is to the increase volume 

of traffic this will bring to northern way. Which is an already unsafe road which 

has been prone to numerous accidents and even a death! This would only 

increase. The area is already grid locked from 3pm. The proposal would 

directly affect my life in a negative way. 

- Access from Brookfield Walk onto Northern Way is already bad. Extra work 

would need to be done at the junction to aid with this I feel. Also, the bend on 

which the school entrance would be off is already quite tight and cars going 

quick around it. Thoughts to the road layout need to be seriously thought, so 

that it will making turning easier/safe. 

- Brookfield walk is certainly not a good location. It is not within "easy reach" Of 

the existing school or homes, the greenbelt land is used by many dog walkers 

and families, and would be a huge loss to the residents not just in this area of 

Clevedon. access onto the main road is already extremely difficult for those 

exiting Brookfield walk or Sumerlin Drive. There is a lot of wildlife in that area 

which has been given no consideration. And the very close proximity of the 

motorway 

- School should not be built on green belt land. The land is currently used and 

enjoyed by clevedon residents of all ages. Road network surrounding 

proposed site can not support the increased traffic tht the school bring. 

- "This would be good for families that live in other areas and closer to home 

It's close to local town and facilities close to motorway 

This would be good for the school" 

- Baytree school was the best thing that happened to my nephew an excellent 

school but not enough spaces for everyone to attend 

- This school is urgently needed and the proposed site is ideally suited. I fully 

support the development. 

- The Clevedon site is not viable, to build on marsh land, on land that was left 

for the community is wrong. The impact of taking down yet another green 

space with lots of trees is also wrong. Have the planners done a study on the 

imact of traffic to the Brookfield Walk proposed site? There are problems 

getting in and out of the estate now, in Summer the M5 traffic is often diverted 

past this junction causing even more problems. Parking on the estate (there 

will be overflow from a school) 

- "The proposed site here in Brookfield Walk is completely the wrong choice 



This green field is the place where we walk our children and grand children to 

visit the ancient apple orchard 

also teach them to recognise the birds and animals that make their homes 

there 

The ideal site for a new facility would be an existing brown field site" 

- Every child is entitled to a local school that fits their needs. 

- I feel that it is unacceptable for residents in this society who do not have 

children with special needs to complain against the location of this new 

school. There needs to be a better understanding of the specific needs of 

these children which outweighs the current objections related to green belt 

building. 

- I live backing on to Northern way in Clevedon and the traffic situation is 

horrendous with traffic at a stand still and increased traffic from a new school 

will only add to the current problems. Taking away green belt because it is 

free is not the answer. There must be a more suitable site within North 

Somerset . 

- I am totally against your decision to use Brookfield Walk site. When the world 

is in a climate emergency North Somerset Council should be looking at sites 

where they are not destroying wildlife habitats, felling trees, and taking the 

only green open space in the area from the residents and local community. 

- The number of children in the Primary age range attending Baytree has 

increased from 40% - 56% in the last four years. It is even more important that 

these younger children should be as close to their homes as possible. 

- This school is essential to meet the needs of the children we currently have 

and also for children waiting for a place. North Somerset is in urgent need for 

a new school like this to meet with the town and surrounding area's needs and 

to support the families of the children with such complex needs. 

- Brookfield Walk field is not an ideal site for the expansion of the school in any 

way shape or form. The other potential sites need re-evaluating. 

- If pupils of Baytree could go to main stream school they wouldn't have to 

travel far to school. Sadly they need special school.They have to travel 17 or 

so miles to go to school. They have the right to this just like children going to 

mainstream schools. 

- We need additional special school places to be given priority to meet the 

needs of local children and young people with additional needs and 

disabilities keeping provision close to home. 

- Brookfield walk is not a suitable site for the expansion. We, as residents 

already have enough trouble trying to exit onto the main road as it is without 

parents doing the school run coming onto and out of the estate at busy times. 



- Failure to expand in county special needs facilities will have devastating 

effects on children who use them and their families and on the local authority 

budget. 

- There are a number of sites in WSM that should be explored further. 

Clevedon does not have the infrastructure with the roads, also we should not 

have to loose valuable green belt when there are other developed sites 

available 

- NSC have informed everyone that the land for the proposed new school will 

be at nil cost; NSC has declared a Climate Emergency but is content to 

decimate yet more of OUR Green Belt Land just because its free land, so the 

whole decision making process must be questioned with regards to the 

competency of its decision making officers. Surely our education system must 

be all inclusive & building a new school adjacent to an existing educational 

facility would make perfect sense to anyone. 

- I think a school of this kind is much needed and I support the plans to extend 

this school and I would like my support to be noted as I think only people who 

oppose the plan will comment. 

- Baytree School provides outstanding care to children with a range of 

disabilities. If they need a second site, which it is clear they do, then the 

community should be 100% behind them. They provide much needed service 

for families all over North Somerset. 

- Any selected new site must be a brown field site ie NOT a designated green 

space, must not involve cutting down a tree, nor paving over flood plain. Any 

selected new site must not be against the wishes of the local residents who 

have purchased expensive but small homes with the benefit of a small green 

space local to their houses. No school should ever be built so close to a 

motorway. No decision to expand or relocate any school building should ever 

be based on "the cheapest option". 

- There was a distinct lack of additional need spaces for 2019 and a large 

number of children have already been identified for 2020. 

- I agree Baytree needs expansion, probably via a second site. However the 

fields at Brookfield walk are not the place to have this site. The roads are 

already small on this estate, vehicular access would be a major issue for 

residents and those using the school. More importantly this is a greatly used 

community green space, great for dog walkers, families, children etc. and 

would be a huge loss. A separate site needs be sought by North Somerset 

council. 

- Currently Baytree School is bursting at the seams and desperately needs to 

expand not only to give them more space to accommodate all the equipment ( 

wheelchairs, standing frames, walkers, hoists etc) but also to make room for 

children who are waiting for a space. In addition it is important that special 

needs children within North Somerset are schooled within this County and not 



have to endure the extra hardship of very long periods of time travelling to 

school. 

- This questionnaire is biased. No questions are included about the choice of 

site. These questions are are based on the school requesting an expansion. 

This decision for expansion had already been agreed at a higher level, with 

funds being made available, hence these questions are irrelevant. The 

questions in this questionnaire should be discussing the whether Brookfield 

walk is the best choice for the school and the community. Having a barrage of 

loaded questions does not represent equality. 

- "The community must raise their support for those who would benefit from this 

the most - those who don't have a voice. 

Yes the proposed site is green belt but all land was once green belt. There 

are brownfield sites about - maybe consider somewhere that would be 

allocated for housing (which is not affordable or will benefit our local 

community, as is all current housing developments in the county). Why not 

close Portishead children's centre as this is a building purpose fit for a school" 

- We need our field to run and play with our other furry friends. If you take this 

away we will have nowhere nearby to play. You are also taking the home of 

all our wildlife friends too. We want our field to be saved as it is a community 

space 

- "Would like to see some renewable energy. 

Would like some form of respite area for staff who do direct payments with 

pupils, maybe option to stay overnight. 

Needs plenty of storage for chairs and equipment 

Would like ideally to be nearer amenities like coffee shop, food outlets, 

supermarket all so important for our pupils life skills times, Aldi too far away to 

walk with pupils 

Needs to be enough parking for all staff and visitors to park on site, residents 

already upset let's not add to it." 

- North Somerset Council it would be an absolute discrase to build on 

Brookfield walk open green space .. There are numerous alternative sites 

available to NSC and these must be explored 

- The cutbacks to services for children, adults and their families are having 

huge negative impacts on people. It is time we invest in those with additional 

needs. 

- We need this so badly, springboard are amazing, but then there is nothing - 

we need another school in the local area, I would love a place for my boy in 

September 2021 

- This school is much needed. North Somerset are spending so many funds on 

sending children out of county to schools to meet needs. This will mean more 



children are able to access the specialist school they need locally and mean 

less money is spent by the LA which can be spent in other areas of need. 

- I am totally opposed to proposed site of the new school and the loss of the 

green belt land. I use this every single day, twice a day and there are no 

viable alternatives within walking distance, especially for those with young 

children or elderly/ aging dogs. I am also concerned about the loss of trees, 

the impact on air quality and noise from the motorway which is now absorbed 

by the trees. 

- Baytree offers children with additional needs and their families a safe, 

purposeful and happy environment. But for every child starting at the school, 

there are many more who do not get a place whose educational journey 

would be so much better provided for at this fantastic school. 

- The demand for High needs places is outstripping supply in the locality, this 

expansion is a necessity if we are to provide local schools for local children 

- "This group of children are one of the most disadvantaged in our society, and 

we should be doing all we can to improve their quality of life. The current 

Baytree team have done a brilliant job in meeting their needs, but this school 

building was never designed with these children in mind, and cannot continue 

much longer without expansion. 

This proposal would also allow the current site to focus on the remaining 

children, with asc / Severe LD who also have very specific needs." 

- The current Baytree school was a amazing school when my daughter 

attended some years ago, I fully support their ambition to provide a further 

establishment to enable more numbers with PMLD to attend school closer to 

where they live in an environment specifically to meet their needs. 

- Itll be good for the community to have more spaces for somewhere people 

with additional needs can go and for everyone to know they are in safe hands. 

Bay tree has done miracles for some of its past pupils and continues to do so. 

- The present school is to small to house the children and the equipment they 

need. Whilst the staff are brilliant the school does serve them as it is they 

need better provision made for getting around in wheelchairs and bigger 

spaces for the children with complex needs who may need to wonder without 

them being in any danger the present school children can escape into the 

other school quite easily. The current dining room is used by both schools and 

is like eating lunch in the middle of Zulu dawn! 

- I am aware through my work and also as a parent of a former pupil of Baytree 

the difference the school can make to children and their families. My daughter 

often spent three hours or more per day travelling to school and back from 

Nailsea. Through involvement with MAISEY I am aware of the numbers of 

children under five who will be requiring places at Baytree in the near future 

therefore believe that the school must be built by 2021. The site looks ideal 

being in the centre of the county. 



- Children with SPLD are like any other children except they have more 

difficulties which they have no control over. Let's help give them a place 

where they can be happy, grow and develop and not add further difficulties to 

their lives. 

- Students in our area need local provision. Sending children out of town for 

their education is not right. 

- Not enough spaces at Baytree school and staff so many families looking for 

special needs schools so this is needed 

- Many more children are surviving with complex needs to to medical advances. 

This is wonderful for them and their families. However, their complex physical 

and learning needs are not being fully met in inadequate facilities at the 

present time. I feel that all children need equality of opportunity and have the 

right to an education that meets their needs and improves their life chances. I 

fully support this proposal by Baytree School and North Somerset. 

- Having seen my sister go through the process of finding a suitable school for 

my niece and knowing how far she has to travel each day just to get to a 

school that suits her needs. There is definitely a need for more places to be 

available to the wider community for the wonderful school that is Baytree. 

- There is a great need for this expansion 

- Baytree is a wonderful school with dedicated staff who provide a great 

education for children with special needs. It is imperative that North Somerset 

Council provide enough places for children with special needs within North 

Somerset - they should have equal opportunities for a good education to meet 

their needs just like other children. 

- "The need for the second baytree is huge! I would never ever want another 

parent to go through the struggles that I've gone through! Hoping for the best 

outcome possible so our children are given the same chance in life as 

children without additional needs. 

Every child is equal and every child that requires a special educational needs 

school should have the same rights as a child in a mainstream school." 


