
Appendix 4 

Additional response to the consultation 

 
Chair of Governors, Baytree School           

As the Governing Board of Baytree School we support the much needed expansion of our 

current School with the creation of a second site on Brookfield Walk.  

The second site will create a positive impact on the lives of the Children and Young People 

with the most complex special educational needs by ensuring access to the most 

appropriate learning environment. The second site will not only ensure CYP with profound 

and multiple learning difficulties educational needs are met but will also free up capacity 

within the current site and increase much needed provision for CYP with Severe Learning 

Difficulties and Autism.  

If the second site is not delivered or the delivery is delayed significant impact will occur on 

not only the future Baytree cohort but also the current cohort. In September 2019 x4 

Children were unable to gain a school placement at Baytree and trends over the next few 

years indicate 14 Children without a Baytree School placement requiring costly out of county 

placements which will result in the youngest school aged children experiencing substantial 

journey times and without access to the local offer.  

The limitations of the current site, which include; lack of storage for postural management 

equipment, a split level site making access to the second floor limited for non-ambulant 

learners, a lack of hygiene rooms and overhead hoisting, making meeting CYP most basic 

care needs a considerable challenge. This coupled with the increase in demand for places 

will all culminate in creating a negative impact on pupil wellbeing. The increase in pupil 

numbers will result in a reduction of space, increased class sizes, a lack of appropriate 

equipment, therefore greater manual handling and pupil transfers and an environment where 

the staff team would be unable to deliver their legal obligations outlined within pupils 

Educational Health Care Plans. Staff wellbeing and mental resilience would be severely 

compromised. The only way to mitigate this risk would be by Baytree reducing its capacity 

and freezing pupil intake until the situation is manageable.              

Due to these factors the Governing Board fully support the second site on Brookfield Walk 

and recognise its good transport links, its proximity to the current site which will enable 

school leaders and key staff ease of travel between provisions and the opportunity for cross 

organisational working with local organisations based in the Clevedon area. Including, 

Children’s Hospice South West, Springboard, Community Services e.g. Pizey Avenue and 

Health Organisations. The delivery of the second site is critical and must remain a priority for 

N-Somerset to deliver.  

 

Huw Davies  

Chair of Governors, Baytree School           

 


