Sustainable Communities Act – request for proposals

Sections:   

· What is the Sustainable Communities Act? 

· Who can submit a proposal? 

· What kind of proposals will be considered? 

· Is any extra money available to the council to act on proposals?
· How do I submit a proposal? 

· Evaluation criteria 

· What will happen to my proposal? 

   

What is the Sustainable Communities Act?

The Sustainable Communities Act encourages local communities to suggest actions that central government could take to improve the economic, social or environmental well being of their area.

Actions might include a change in legislation or government policy, or a transfer of responsibilities from one public body to another.

The council is responsible for collecting these proposals and passing them on to the government.

Proposals should specifically require government – not the council – to do something. So proposals that do not require central government action cannot be considered.

Who can submit a proposal?

Anyone can submit a proposal.  
What kind of proposals will be considered?

Proposals must aim to improve the economic, social or environmental well-being of part or all of North Somerset. 
There is a list of criteria that shows what kinds of issues a proposal might aim to address. The list is not exhaustive and you may have other ideas to contribute, but it includes:

· Provision of locally produced goods and services.
· Rate of increase in the growth and marketing of organic food. 

· Reasonable access by residents to nutritional food. 

· Local jobs. 

· Measures to conserve energy and increase the quantity of locally supplied energy. 

· Measures taken to reduce the level of road traffic, including local public transport provision, measures to promote walking and cycling and measures to decrease ‘product miles’. 

· Increase in social inclusion, including an increase in involvement in local democracy. 

· Measures to increase mutual aid and other community projects. 

· Measures designed to decrease emissions of greenhouse gases. 

· Measures designed to increase community health and well-being. 

· Planning policies – including new arrangements for the provision of affordable housing. 

· Measures to increase the use of local waste materials for the benefit of the community. 

Proposals must be to do something that cannot already be done using existing powers or laws. 

For more information and definitions of terms used in this list please read the Act.

Is any extra money available to the council to implement proposals?

No. When preparing your proposal please remember that the Act does not provide the council, or any other public service, with extra money to implement your proposal.

How do I submit a proposal?

Complete the online proposal form. 

You must fill in as much of the form as possible. We are not able to fill in gaps for you – it is your proposal after all!

You can return completed proposals and any supporting evidence to us at alastair.higton@n-somerset.gov.uk or by uploading the completed proposal form to the e-consult website. Alternatively you can send your proposal to:

Sustainable Communities Act Proposals

North Somerset Council

Corporate Services Unit (Policy and Partnerships Team) 
Room 167a Town Hall

Walliscote Grove Road

Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ

Please let us know if you would like the form, or these instructions, in alternative formats.

The deadline for proposals is Monday 1 June 2009. We welcome your proposals before this deadline.

If you require the form in an alternative format or if you have any questions please contact Alastair Higton on 01275 884 008 or alastair.higton@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

Please note that we cannot help you produce proposals or do any preparatory work on your behalf. 

Before you submit a proposal, we recommend that you read the guidance. 
  

Evaluation criteria
Proposals made under the Sustainable Communities Act will be evaluated against the criteria shown below. These criteria are based on information available from the Local Government Association (LGA) and Department for Communities and Local Government. 

· Is the proposal something that a local council or (other local partner body) could do anyway, without action from central government?  This would include action taken by the council which it is able to take using its section 2 Local Government Act 2000 "well-being power." The well-being power gives local authorities the power to do anything they consider is likely to promote the economic, social and environmental well-being of their area; unless what is proposed is explicitly prevented elsewhere in legislation.  

· Will it contribute to environmental, economic or social sustainability, including participation in civic and political activity? 

· What legal issues might be involved?  Do any local bodies (council, police, health, others) already have the necessary powers?  

· Assessment against the list of matters set out in a Schedule 1 of the Act which council’s are required to have regard to e.g. preserving local jobs, services and facilities, energy conservation, sustainable transport and food production. 

· What are the overall costs and benefits to the local community? 

· Does the proposal support the council’s Sustainable Communities strategy and other key strategies and plans? 

· What will be the impact of the proposal, in terms of geographic area or population affected?  Is it of very local significance or potential sub-regional impact? (The LGA is likely to shortlist small-scale as well as larger ideas, in keeping with the devolutionary intent of the Act). 

· If there are proposals for transfer of functions, what other bodies are affected?  What are the budgetary implications? 

· What government agencies and/or public bodies would need to be involved in the proposals, or would be affected by its impact? 

· Is there local support for the proposal?  eg petitions, letters from local councillors, MPs, businesses, public bodies. 

    

What will happen to my proposal?
· We will acknowledge we have received your proposal. 
· If your proposal meets the criteria outlined above we will progress it to the next stage. 
· The North Somerset Partnership is the representative panel who will shortlist all proposals before they are passed to the LGA

· The LGA will consider the proposals and will discuss them with government. The Secretary of State for Communities has the final say on which proposals will be implemented. 
If your proposal does not meet the sustainability criteria outlined above or is not shortlisted by the North Somerset Partnership we will not progress your proposal further. If this happens, we will let you know and tell you why your proposal has not been successful.
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